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The current Sunland Park 
racing season was punctu-
ated by stellar performances 

from Liberty Bull and Peppers 
Pride. Liberty Bull drove home 
powerfully in upper stretch to earn 
an impressive 2-length win in the 
$600,000 WinStar Derby at Sun-
land Park Racetrack and Casino on 
March 16. 

The three-year-old colt by 
1994 Horse of the Year Holy Bull 
shipped in by jet, and he adjusted 
perfectly to the conditions of Sun-
land Park’s signature event wit-
nessed by 14,491 fans.

Under a patient ride from Lou-
isiana’s star jockey Gerard Mel-
ancon, Liberty Bull responded in 
kind to collect his biggest windfall. 
Melancon was a late replacement 
for injured rider Edde Razo.

Melancon guided Liberty Bull 
from the outside position into a 
prime stalking position while rac-
ing into the first turn.

Melancon said, “I noticed the 
two favorites (Winsome Charm 
and Poni Colada) were acting up a 
bit in the gate before the start. That 

peaked my confidence. Winsome 
Charm did not show much speed. 
The pace was soft, and I knew I 
had a maiden and a longshot in 
front of me. So I just stayed close 
and waited for the turn for home. 
I knew I had a lot of horse turning 
for home.”

Liberty Bull cruised into a men-
acing position and ranged up on 
Screen to Screen with two furlongs 
to go in the feature. He simply had 
too much in reserve and powered 
by his rivals during the exciting 
stretch run. The grey runner won 
with complete authority. The styl-
ish winner served notice of a bright 
future.

Liberty Bull collected a 
$300,000 paycheck for winning 
owner Kenneth Maier of Gurnee, 
Illinois. Maier purchased the colt 
for $30,000 in the OBS April Sale 
of 2007. He said, “Liberty Bull was 
a very well-balanced horse and his 
third dam had some black type that 
interested me. This is my best day 
in racing ever. To pick this horse 
out as a two-year-old and win a 
race like this is a real thrill.”

The newly crowned WinStar 
Derby champ has a record of three 
wins, two seconds and one third 
from six starts. His career bankroll 
stands at an impressive $403,592.

Winning trainer Thomas Amoss 
has now directed Liberty Bull 
through two stakes victories includ-
ing the Smarty Jones last January 
at Oaklawn Park. Amoss is consis-
tently one of the leading trainers in 
the country. He has won the Fair 
Grounds training title eight times 
and was the conditioner of the great 
stakes mare Heritage of Gold. The 
youthful conditioner indicated that 
Liberty Bull would be pointed to 
either the Illinois Derby on April 5 
of the Arkansas Derby on April 12. Liberty Bull
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